“Attention, All Goliath-Slayers!”
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Back in the 90s, when Promise Keepers had its own branch-office here in Chicago, I was honored to be invited onto its local Steering Committee.  This gave me an upfront seat and a participant’s feel for the heartbeat of this organization designed to reach the lives of real men.

It was there that I learned how to come out of the grandstands and onto the playing field for the burden I already had in my heart about reconciliation and unity in the Body of Christ, for this was a clear assignment given to “PK.”  I appreciated and esteemed both the mindset and the godly strategy proposed by Coach Bill McCartney (PK’s founder) and his co-leaders.  I can remember the first time I heard the issue of denominationalism called a “Goliath” which still mocks the People of God.  That reframed the picture for me – and I would guess for a lot of guys: this problem of division in the Church is something we need to war against!  Church unity is not simply a nice thing when it’s there, a feel-good aspect of Christianity.  It is an essential component defined by Jesus himself, I learned, so that the Church could pursue Our mission of transforming the world (read Jn. 17:23); and thereby it is something worth aggressively chasing after…even fighting for!
But proper strategy is just as important as proper mindset.  Though PK was encouraging Christian men to “take this bull by the horns”, a lot of us guys can have a tendency to come out swinging without the proper godly wisdom necessary to defeat our enemy.  Even David had to take time to study and learn God’s stratagems of warfare (Ps. 144: 1).  Promise Keepers taught us all some of these strategies; but they are strategies which feel more like war against our own flesh than direct confrontation of a Goliath – principles like commitment to relationship with our brothers; intentionality of breaking down our own personal walls of culture and denomination; sincere sensitivity (what??) in order to understand real differences among one another; learning to sacrifice and be humble when our differences demand it.  Certainly slaying this Goliath includes aggressive spiritual warfare as part of the game plan; but what good is a spiritual offensive if, as the apostle Paul cautions in Rom. 6:13, some part of our “mortal bodies” still operates like “an unholy weapon fighting on the side of sin” – in this case, the sin of division?  Just as one of the slogans we’ve heard and seen declares, “Real men love Jesus”, Promise Keepers stretched us even further to say, “Real men love their brothers too…as a matter of fact, real men aren’t afraid to confront the walls and barriers we all have, and to enter the challenging, hard work of real reconciliation”.
Perhaps the most defiant barricade to unity in the history of Christianity is the one between Catholics and Protestants.  And the foundation of this barricade is, no doubt, our beliefs about salvation.  Catholic-Protestant opposition traditionally forms around the perception that Catholics think they’re saved by works, and that Protestants have no place for works.  After my conversion (and even before I was ordained a priest) I was confronted by some of my Evangelical brethren over Catholic beliefs on salvation.  So I “did my homework” and, even to my own surprise, I found that the Message of Salvation within the official teachings of the Catholic Church, and that preached by Evangelicals, do not differ!
This information challenges all Christian men to begin putting into practice a pivotal tactic which Promise Keepers correctly highlights about the reconciliation process: “We must seek knowledge about our brothers in order to relate empathetically to people from different denominations….”*  Enough Catholics and Evangelicals alike still view one another through the lenses of limited knowledge about each other, and what we think is the truth is actually nothing more than our prejudices based on restricted information.  Will we take the dare to resist these prejudices in The Body that are still “an unholy weapon fighting on the side of sin” (Rom. 6:13), “do our homework”, and at the very least, sensitively seek accurate knowledge about one another even when it means breaking down our own personal walls?  If we do, as in all real reconciliation prompted by the Holy Spirit, we will be surprised and humbled by what we find.
This denominational “Goliath” needs to be defied by those who bear the spiritual warrior instinct and are willing to be trained by the Lord of Hosts.  As Coach McCartney said, and I hope you agree in the depths of your spirit-man, “It’s time to take that Goliath out!”
*Raleigh Washington and Glen Kehren, Break Down the Walls (Chicago: Moody Press, 1997), 23.
