Excerpt from Chapter One of The Stained Glass Curtain:

Not too long ago, some scientists conducted an experiment.  It began with a water-filled tank divided down the middle by a piece of glass. On one side of the glass the men put a prey-eating pike, on the other, some smaller fish as its food. The larger creature, as to be expected, followed its instinct and swam vigorously toward its meal, only to be hindered by the invisible yet solid wall. As the study continued over the next few days, the pike eventually figured out that the food was unattainable, so it simply stopped itself in its instinctual pursuit. At this point, the barrier was removed. Yet, interestingly enough, the pike’s behavior persisted: it no longer headed for the food, even though there was nothing to prohibit it. Hunger instinct or not, the pike functioned as though the barrier, which was no longer present, still existed.

   I begin with this true account as a telling parable about a dynamic I’ve seen active between Catholics and Evangelicals over the last twenty-five years or so.

   On the one hand the Holy Spirit inspires us to believe that real reconciliation is approachable, on the other, our past experiences seem to declare that there are insurmountable barriers. By faith we affirm what God is capable of doing, even in the realm of Christian unity; but as we follow those instincts within—like the pike in the investigation—what we’ve learned by experience keeps us from attaining what is available. As a matter of fact, we’ve learned so well that we stop short of what’s really accessible.

   What is the experience to which I refer? For one, in the corporate history of Christianity, critical choices have been made and crucial things spoken, the consequences of which we still live with today. The relationship between Catholics and Evangelicals is a story of power-plays and politics, misunderstandings, and bitterness—all of which have bred a suspicion lasting into our lifetime. Battle lines from past wars—sometimes literal wars—are still drawn, even if only in the realm of ideas and beliefs.  And this history is not, nor can it be, magically erased by our good intentions. Like all history, it has become an inherited filter through which one group is taught to view the other.

A Book for Us

   This book is written for both Evangelicals and Catholics. For Evangelicals because among these brethren it is not unheard of to claim that the Catholic Church preaches a different, and therefore false, gospel. Many Evangelicals do withhold such an assertion; but understandably they may still find themselves unsure of how the gospel and the Catholic Church fit together. These fellow believers would be gratified to know, I hope, that I was confronted with these very issues soon after my conversion and that this put me on a diligent personal search for answers. But, while I could not deny a false works-based gospel was indeed widely preached by Catholic leaders, I also discovered that those leaders were out of harmony with the official teachings of my Church. The Second Vatican Council had even expressed its concern over this very tendency among the Catholic Church’s most visible leaders.

   By contrast, when I researched what my Church really does teach on salvation, I was delighted to find that the gospel was there!

   One of the goals of this publication, then, is to “set the record straight” by providing Evangelical readers with accurate information, taken directly from Catholic primary sources. As a matter of fact, I intend to employ a format popularly used by many Evangelicals—the Four Spiritual Laws—and confirm that each truth therein is also supported by Catholic documentation. In doing so, my hope is to expose the lies the Enemy uses to build the barrier of suspicion between Evangelicals and Catholics and to say to my born-again brethren, “That part of the invisible wall is gone!”
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